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TSSAP STpEr NOTES 41 

U.S.P.H.S. Annual Reports to the Surgeon General 

1 1929 - 195 “Summary (Venereal Diseases) 

p.283 "A certain proportion of cases of syphilis will not respond...even 
with the most effective available treatment. THis is particularly true if 
treatment is not started at the very onset of the disease. No practical 
criteria of cure are known. Treatment must be continued for several years, 
and often the cost is an insurmountable obstacle to the infected person." 

1929 

  

© 

Report contains a list of the activities of the Division of Venereal Diseases. 

p.- 267 mentions the need for additional prevalence (of syphilis) surveys and 
an intensive study of the syphilis problem in rural Negroes of the Southern States. 

p- 273 an actual survey was done on a group in Mississippi 

1930 

p.- 292 one outgrowth of the above survey (1929) was a more comprehensive 
program for the investigation of syphilis control among rural Negroes. 
Purpose was to check for prevalence and provide treatment without cost. 

As stated (p.292) the objects of this campaign in Mississippi were: 

‘1. to determine prevalence of syphilis in the rural Negro in the 
Southern States in as large a cross section of the population as possible. 

2. to demonstrate the practicability of mass treatment on a large scale 
under conditions existing in rural communities. 

3. to ascertain, if possible, what the effect of such mass treatment will 
be on the incidence of syphilis in the future. 

It was expected that the work would be carried on-over a period of 18 months 
to two years and that it would terminate with a resurvey. 

1931 

  

The study begun in 1930 was expanded to include areas in Alabama, Georgia, 
North Carolina, Tennessee, and Virginia. 

The demonstration continued in several states beyond the planned termination 

point "in order to complete the prescribed course of treatment of individuals 
that had been interrupted from time to time by cotton picking, the harvesting 
of tobacco, and other interferences." 
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74 

(1931) 

Expectations for the study: that it would be useful in 
(1) determining the true prevalence of syphilis in the rural Negro 

(2) demonstrating the feasibility of the mass control of syphilis in 

this population group. 

.(3) lay the foundation for the study of the effect of this method of control 
on the future incidence of this disease and of syphilis as a causative 
factor in antenatal and neonatal mortality. 

1932 

p.- 165 Completion of the above demonstrations 
(1) demonstrated the preva alence of syphilis in the Negro in the rural South. 
(2) indicated the practibality of mass treatment in this population group. 
(3) furnished information on the needed financial outlay. 

  

1933 Beginning of the Tuskegee Study 

p. 96 "A project was started to study the late effects of untreated syphilis 
in the Negro for comparison with treated groups of syphilitic individuals 

of this race. A county in a state of the far South, with a large Negro 
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_ population and with rather inadequate facilities in the outlying districts 
for the treatment of syphilis was selected so that the greatest number of 

cases of untreated syphilis might be uncovered with a minimum of effort and 

expenditure. About 400 persons with untreated syphilis were found and were 
subjected to intensive clinical and laboratory examinations." 

p-97 "The treatment of syphilis under ideal conditions is of utmost value in 
the control of this insidious disease, but, unfortunately, owing to various 
social and economic influences, the ideal method of therapy is seldom 
possible of attainment, and the vast majority of infected people receive 

treatment which is seneral ly regarded as inadequate, or no treatment at all. 
it is highly desirable, therefore, to ascertain, if possible, the relative . 
benefits accrued from adequate and from inadequate treatment." 

1934 . 
  

First mention of the Milbank Memorial Fund and the Julius Rosenwald Fund 

1935 

p. 119 Mention of a (for comparison of other studies of the time) short-term 
intensive program against syphilis in the south. 

1936 

p- 122 "Untreated Syphilis in the Negro" . (continued) 

"Observations have been opntinued on a group of 400 male Negroes infected 
with syphilis and now in the latent or late stages of this disease. Most of 
these individuals have never received modern treatment for their infection: 

Comparable observations also have been continued on a group of 200 male  
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(1936 cont.) 

Negroes who...are not infected. This study was...originally based upon 
clinical and laboratory observations. The results of these general observations 
were analyzed statistically and the general scientific findings will be 
published early in the next fiscal year." 

"Plans for the continuation of this study are under way." 

Deaths in last 12 months - 15. 

Autopsies - ll. 
the 

opt engtgaic. obseryati on made, after death, are absolutely essential for\ confirmation 
ginal clinical an aboratory observations : 

- The present study will 
not only make available comparative information regarding the course of 
treated and untreated syphilis, but should also solve the problem of the 
effect of syphilis on the development of such conditions as hypertension and 

arteriosclerosis, and should make it possible to accumulate comparative 
mortality rates for a group of untreated syphilitic Negroes and Negroes 
who are known not to be syphilitic." 

1937 

  

Tuskegee Study continues 

p.- 116 "It is planned to keep a representative number of the individuals 

comprising these two groups under observation until death and then to secure 

the pathologic examination necessary for the confirmation of the original 
clinical and laboratory findings." 

Deaths for past 12 months - 11 
Autopsies - 7 (made possible through Milbank Memorial Fund grant. Done by 

PHS cooperating with Tuskegee Institute, Macon City Health 
Dept. and the Alabama State Health Department.) 

1938 

p.- 127 May 24, 1938. Venereal Disease Control Act signed. First time funds 
available on a national basis. 

pe. 131 Macon study continued. 

Purpose reiterated: "to record observations over a period of years ona 
group of 400 syphilitic male Negroes who have received no treatment and a 
comparable group who have received adequate therapy." ~ eS ee n wm vat ect AE 
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pe 126 PHS initiated (as a demonstration project) a travelling treatment unit 
for use in the treatment of syphilis in the rural south. 

p. 127 Completed a resurvey of the Macon study. The group was "originally 
400 syphilitics whose age grouping was paralled by 200 nonsyphilitic controls 
and by a comparable group who have received adequate therapy." 
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1939 cont. pe 127 

Total deaths since 1932: 78 

Total autopsies : 1/2 of the 78 total 

"This study is now under the supervision of a commissioned officer specially 
-trained in the diagnosis of cardiovascular syphilis..." 

"Final analysis of this work will undoubtedly yield valuable information on 

the course of untreated syphilis in the Negro, since no similar study has 
ever been attempted." 

1941-1943 

No mention. 

1944 

Preliminary reports on large scale use of penicillin in VD. 

1945 

Institution of rapid=treatment centers. 

1948 

Completion of a study of syphilis mortality by geographic region, color, 
sex, age, and cause of death. 

1949 

p- 127 December, 1948. The Venereal Disease Division issued a cumulative 
report on 45 schedules of penicillin therapy. 

1950 -+ 

no mention of Macon Study. 

195§--p. 141 "A long term study, begun twenty years ago in Macon County, Ala., 
to determine the results of untreated syphilis in the male, has been completed. Based 
upon records of 436 Negro men with syphilis and a comparable group of 204 uninfected 
Negro men, the study has enlarged medical knowledge of the outcome of untreated 
syphilis and provided important information on the conduct of long-term studies of 
chronic disease. Comparison of the life expectancy of the syphilitic group with 
that of the control group showed that untreated syphilis is associated with an 
average life expectancy 15 percent lower than that of the group without syphilis." 

This is the last mention of the Macon study by name. 

1954--p. 146 "Other cooperative studies showed that adequate therapy in latent 
syphilis prevents progression to the late manifest stages of the disease; that 
syphilis lowers by about 17 percent the life expectancy of persons 25 to 50 years 

of age who have received no appreciable amount of therapy; and that penicillin 

successfully arrests the process of asymptomatic neurosyphilis.' 

Staff notes-prepared by J. Eagle 
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